
Join Us at Leman 2025: UMN Showcases Top Swine Health Studies 

For those attending the 2025 Leman Swine Conference in Saint Paul, Minnesota on September 20-23. 2025, we are 

excited to invite you to support the University of Minnesota! Join us as we present groundbreaking scientific works in 

collaboration with swine veterinarians, producers and experts from various institutions. Here’s the schedule of our 

presentations: 

September 20, Saturday: 

• Swine production through data science workshop (09:00, Rooms 4-6) 

Pedro Urriola, Mark Schwartz (Chair) 

o Programming for performance: Sow feeding systems and early‑life nutrition Lee J. Johnston  

o Beyond p‑values: Embracing complexity in animal science inference Mark Schwartz 

o Assumptions vs. adaptation: The evolution of data analysis in animal agriculture Christian Ramirez 

Camba 

• Minnesota Veterinary Diagnostic Lab Workshop: Systematic approach to pig necropsies  (09:00, UMN VDL) 

Matt Sturos (Chair) 

• Geeks to Geeks: Towards a fit-for-purpose approach: Rethinking scenario-based assessment of POCT tools 

(13:00, Rooms 7-8) 

Andrés Perez (Chair), Maria Sol Perez Aguirreburualde (Co-Chair) 

o Evaluating ASF point of care: Evidence, gaps, and opportunities Maria Sol Perez  

o Interactive exercise: Test match: Fit for purpose Guillermo Arcega, Rachael Schulte, Michelle Schultze 

o Bridging local and central systems: A case study of Uganda’s ASF diagnostic pipeline Sylvester Ochwo 

• Portuguese Session (17:15, Rooms 4-6) 

Fabio Vannucci (Chair) 

o Eliminação de Mycoplasma hyopneumoniae: Oportunidade única para indústria brasileira Maria 

Pieters 

o Contaminação ambiental viral ao redor de estruturas de remoção de mortalidades em granjas suínas  

Rafael Medeiros 

• Desafios actuales en la industria porcina de Estados Unidos (Spanish session)  (17:15, Rooms 7-8) 

Marcello Melini (Chair) 

o Comparacion experimental de la excrecion aerogena de varias cepas de PRRS Juan Mena 

 

September 21, Sunday: 

• Carlos Pijoan SDEC Symposium: Is it really worse? A comparative overview of PRRSV infections, past and 

present (08:00, Rooms 4-6) 

Maria Pieters Mark Schwartz (Chair) 

o Severity of PRRSV pathology Matt Sturos 

o The perfect storm: Converging factors that fuel PRRS epidemic waves Kimberly VanderWaal 

• Clinical cases and problem-solving skills by DVM students (13:00, Rooms 4-6) 

Perle Zhitnitskiy (Chair) 

o Evaluating high-dose oxytocin as an intervention to increase immunoglobulin transfer to piglets Bryn 

Anderson 

o An estimation cost calculator to assess the economic impacts of Mycoplasma hyopneumoniae disease 

Kaydance Hinn 

o Hemoglobin in boars: Impacts on libido and sperm production Seth Reicks 

o Caught in the trough: The interplay between mitigants and feedback Rachel Retterath 

• Research highlights (15:00, Rooms 4-6) 

o Signals and snags: Leveraging large language models for near real-time swine disease surveillance 

Valeriia Yustyniuk 

o Assessment of trailer contamination at the harvest facility Lucas Ferreira  



 

September 22, Monday: 

• General Sessions (08:00, Ballroom ABCD) 

Montse Torremorell (Chair) 

o Opening remarks Dean Laura Molgaard 

o Presentation of the Morrison Swine Innovator Prize Perle Zhitnitskiy 

o Recognition of Dr. Tom Molitor, former Department Chair, for his contributions to the Swine Program 

and University of Minnesota 

• Breakout Session (10:30) 

o On the path for Mycoplasma hyopneumoniae eradication in MN (Ballroom ABCD) 

▪ Current prevalence of Mycoplasma hyopneumoniae in MN farms Cesar Corzo 

▪ Mycoplasma elimination: Accomplishments and challenges ahead Maria Pieters 

o Disease diagnostics (Rooms 1-3) 

Matt Sturo (Chair) 

▪ Salmonella in swine Fabio Vannucci 

▪ Advanced NGS diagnosis applications in pigs Albert Rovira 

▪ Porcine diagnostic cases Carlos Lopez 

• Breakout Session (13:30) 

o PRRS current events (Ballroom ABCD) 

▪ Impacts of boosting immunity pre-farrowing on antibodies and PRRS dynamics in nursery pigs 

Igor Paploski and Mark Wagner (Fairmont Veterinary Clinic) 

▪ PRRSV 1C.5.32: A variant with epidemiological indicators of rapid spread across the U.S. 

Mariana Kikuti  

o Confirmation of viability: New tools for an old problem (Rooms 1-3) 

Declan Schroeder (Chair) 

▪ Application of viability PCR to confirm virus stability and inactivation  Declan Schroeder 

▪ Skipping culture and detecting Mycoplasma viability via PCR Maria Pieters 

• Breakout Session (15:30) 

o Gene editing in livestock (Ballroom ABCD) 

Montse Torremorell (Chair) 

o Emerging challenges in the swine industry (Rooms 1-3) 

▪ The changing challenges for swine worker health and safety Jeff Bender 

o Opportunities for on-site biosecurity practices (Rooms 4-6) 

▪ Environmental contamination in dead boxes and composting bins of wean-to-finish farms Igor 

Paploski 

▪ Airborne biosecurity: Comparison of air filtration and an electrostatic precipitator technology 

Mark Schwartz 

 

September 22, Tuesday: 

• General Sessions (08:00, Ballroom AB)  

Kimberly VanderWaal (Chair) 

o Blind men and the pig: Challenging our understanding of sustainable pork systems - Pijoan Lectureship 

Pedro Urriola 

• Breakout Session (10:30) 

o Swine flu and HPAI (Room 1) 

▪ Understanding influenza diversity at the production flow and at the individual pig level 

Joaquin Alvarez Norambuena 

o Physiology, diagnostics and control of diarrheas (Ballroom AB) 

▪ Interpreting the mixed bag of findings in diarrheic pigs Fabio Vannucci 



o Addressing the market hog trailer biosecurity challenges (Rooms 4-6) 

▪ Trailer contamination and re-contamination Cesar Corzo 

o Artificial intelligence on production and health management (Rooms 2-3) 

Igor Paploski (Chair) 

▪ Transforming swine health management via machine learning: PRRS monitoring applications 

Nakarin Pamornchainavakul 

• Bacon basics and beyond (12:10, Rooms 7-9) Ryan Cox and Jerry Cannon (Hormel Foods Research & 

Development) 


